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" Saigon, March 28—Twenty-one
American voluntecr workers in
T.aos - have writlen Presidentit
Nixon crilicizing the U.S.-sup-
pmlod South Viefnmmese inva-
“sion of T.awos as expanding the
‘war “once more into populatod
‘areas west of the invaded terri-
tory fand) aggravaling already
serious fighting elsewhere witl-
int.aos.
© YWhile the invasion may have
been designed to spead Ameri-
can ithdrawel fmm the Indo-
china war, the workers wrote
Tresiden Nixon, “the military
reality wilt be further chaos and
further suffering among people

wha have already sufferad rmuch
bocausu of: American - military
activity.”

“Grand Glohal Design”

“We condemn this policy that
uses the Lao people as picres m
a grand rflobal 60swn they nel-
ther understaud  nor  care
shout,” the letler said. “Though
there would still be flnhtmg
without the American involve-
ment, the intensity of the pre-
sent destruction takes place for
reasons that have virtually noth-
ing to do with local 1}01u1ca1
alignments or conditions.”

The letler was signed by 21 off
the 36 volunieers working in
Laos under the auspices of the
wultinational Internutional Vol-
unlary Scrvices as specialists in
education, agricullure and so-
cial welfare. All the signers are
Americans. The 1et(er was re-
leased by the group’s -affiliate
here.

The vohmleer workers also
condemned as “particularly vi-

bombing of hoth northern Laos

and the o Chi Kinh supply tqu
in {he counfry’s Qouthum Pan
handle.

“Refugees tell of heing foreed
o live in holes and caves, of

b'

systematic destruction by u.s.
warplanes of the human basis
for a sociely,” the volunieers
sajd. “These poople were not sol-

{heir villages.”

Also criticized was the ovgani-
y zation of Meo tribesmen into a
semi-clandestine army directed
by the U.8. Central Intelligenes
Agency, which the volunteers

said exploils the Mees® Stradi-
tional toughness and independ-
epce In Lifs1 owu  crusade
against communisi.”

Decimation, Dislecation

“The resull has-been the deci-
mation and dislecation of the
tribal populace . Much of
thair traditional culture has
been destroyed ... Qur use of
these people has also opened a
ncarly irreparable breach be-
tween them and the North Viet-
namese.”

The volunteers also con-
demned “the destruetion aund
killing brought by the North Vi
efnameze, but we do not believe

the presence of an indigenous

1.5, mlhtaxy actm(y against an
entire soclety.”
“We also condemn,” the letter
said, “the cagerness to protect
American lives by the sacrifice
of Asian lives.”
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